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Abstracts

Toward Effective Policy Science and Policy Theory :
Practical Comprehensive Policy Based on the Philosophy
of “the Public”

InouE Sadahiko

This thesis aims to contribute to promoting effectiveness of policy theory by
methodologically examining the nature of present day policy theory. Recently in Japan,
a series of books on public philosophy have been published and issues relating to “the
public” have been increasingly discussed. This trend reveals an intention to regain
effectiveness in coping with policy issues in all regions of our drastically changing
world, by generally reinterpreting all the social sciences and humanities in terms of
“the public.” In a broad sense, it deals with how to shape the world and its regions into
“a good world.”

This paper begins with a discussion of how to interpret “a good world” and then, for
that end, how to conceive of “the public” at the present time. It also examines what the
“new public” is, and in what ways it differs completely from the original “public” that
referred to central political authority or government officials ; what characterizes the
private sphere and the public sphere in Japan ; and on what grounds reforms based on
“the public” can be feasible. Next, the relationship between reality and utopia in policy
science and policy theory is considered. Then, in terms of policy methodology, the paper
outlines a hierarchical structure of concepts indispensable to policymaking, including
values, ideology, theory, policy planning (strategy) and a system of policy skills.

To create practical policy, it is necessary to have a sharp awareness of contemporary
problems, and a well-rounded set of strengths based on education in various subjects
including history, which enables a panoramic view and comprehension of the structure
of reality. Neither a public policy study which assumes to prove the hypotheses of
abstract social science theories by minute demonstrative studies, nor positivistic
demonstrative study methods, are sufficient to comprehend the realities of the world
and its regions, and to provide effective policy.

Additionally, the following must also be examined :

1) the three-dimensional expansion of policy phenomena ;

2) the fact that the “places” where policies function (global/national/regional) already
exist with their own respective cultural and historical backgrounds ;

3) and the participants in and process of policy formation.
This study concerns a methodological reflection with the aim of producing an

effective policy science and effective policies.
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