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Gu Jiegang’s Proposal of Checking and Republishing
Chinese Historical Classics

CHEN Zhongqi

Gu Jiegang’s proposal of checking and republishing twenty-five Chinese Historical
Classics was put forward in a meeting under the auspice of General Office of the State
Council on April 29, 1971. In Cultural Revolution Gu’s proposal was not totally
accepted by Chinese leaders, and only less than half of it was adopted in the document
of General Office of the CPC General Committee on May 14, 1971. However, in 1978
when the project was resumed according to the direction of Chen Yun, the basic spirit
of Gu’s proposal was inherited. Gu’s proposal is valuable not only because the project
benefited from the proposal, but also it reflected his scholarly thoughts on history.

The thesis attempts to analyze Gu’s scholarly thoughts of history reflected in the
proposal under the circumstances of Culture Revolution, and therefore interpret the

academic meaning and historical implications of the proposal.
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