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Exploration of Inbound Tourism Videos of
Japan Heritage:

Does an Iwami kagura video with a story influence the viewers'
willingness to visit and watch performing arts?

Ecucur Mariko

Abstract

By recognizing stories related to sightseeing spots as “Japan Heritage,” the Agency for
Cultural Affairs of Japan aims to revitalize local communities which experience economic
recession due to the aging population. This project assumes that stories have the power
to stimulate inbound tourism. This study tested whether a video with a story effectively
promotes inbound tourism. The definition of a story meant by the Agency was discussed
and videos of Iwami kagura were created to test the assumption. Using the data from the
focus groups of 130 non-Japanese participants, the author found the story-based videos
effectively increased the viewers willingness to watch Iwami kagura. The author concluded
that inbound tourism videos with detailed explanations of the historical background of

sightseeing spots could stimulate motivation for visiting foreign destinations.
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