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“We have the courage to make mistakes.”
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Japan & Korea Edition

February 22, 2018

Real Time Discussion in
English

Naomi Miyauchi, Gostu Senior High School

Senior high school studemts participated in real time
English discussion with college students in Peru via
videoconferencing at the University of Shimane on De-
cember 6, 2017. Ten second year students from Gotsu
Senior High School. located in Gotsu city in Shimane
prefecture, presented their high school life in English us-
ing PowerPoint slides. and answered guestions by the
Peruvian college students.

I felt nervous at first, and T had no idea what it’s
like to commumicate with Peruvian students via video-
conferencing. But they seemed to understand our pre-
sentation and asked a lot of questions, and I was happy
and enjoyed the class so much.” said Nanako Nanbura
excitedly.

“T couldn’t speak English very well, but T was able
to express what I wanted to say. T feel like studying Eng-
lish morc,” said Honami Hirano.

‘With the help of instructors. the participating stu-
dents decided what topics they should introduce to the

Peruvian students. They wrote stories, selected pictures,
and created PowerPoint slides with a native speaking
teacher, Mr. Lewis Banerham.

This cross-cultural exchange was initiated by the
English Department of Gotsu High School whese school
motto is to be considerate, to be noble, and to achieve a
sense of accomplishment

The English Department found English di
with students in a forcign country as an opportut
develop their communicative ability.

Many Japanese high school students are actually
interested in communicating with people from differ-
ent countries, but they do not have enough opportuni-
ties in Japan. Videoconferencing with peers in a foreign
couniry is a great opportunity for them to broaden their
perspectives. This is why Gotsu High School decided to
join this cross-cultural exchange class.

The University of Shimane has been a member of
an award winning international consortium that pro-
vides cross-cultural exchanges via videoconferencing
sinee 2010, It is equipped with a state of art videocon-
ferencing room that cnables their students to experience
real time online discussion. Students of the University
of Shimane have participated discussion with students
from USA, Mexico, Peru, Columbia, Ecuador, Russia,
Taiwan, China, India, and Poland.

My Country Life in Kanagi,
Hamada

Milo Jodai, University of Shimane

I live in a share house, which is in the center of
is effort by Hamada City and
the University of Shimane. so there are five university
students in the house. I was taken with the life in the lo-
cal town, so | decided to move into the house when 1 was
a sccond year student. T have lived in the house for about
two years, The life is different to life in a city apartment.

Kanagi is-about 20 minutes by car from the univer-
sity. Two of us have their own cars, but the other two and
I don't, Se we go to school together, We lease a share
car city government, The car is the electrie car by Nis-
san. Thanks to the car, we can go to school and pertorm
ordinary tasks

Kanagi is local town, so the local residents have
strong local eommunity. There is an elderly couple in
our next house. They are very kind, they often invite
us to their house and cook a meal for us. Their meals
are all delicious because the old man works as a cook.
Also, other people in the neighborhood often give us

vme food. For example, an elderly man gave us some
dried kelp and another elderly woman gave us some date
plum. All of them are kind,

There are some community events in the town. We
often take part in the evemts. In October we took part
in the athletic festival. Because the lack of the players,
we participated in 4 events. We were enthusiastically
cheered by the local residents

There are some hot springs in Kanagi, so we go often
to Mimata and Yuya hot spring. We can go there about
10 minutes by car. In Kanagi, the winter is very cold, so
it is happy to go in the hot spring. 1 bought the season
ticket of Mimata hot spring. and I go there every day. If
lived in o Hamada city apartment, T couldn’t do so.

I live in Kanagi and have experiences like these.
It is happy for me to live there and communicate with
many local residents. I want to keep enjoying my life in
Kanagi,

February22, 2018
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